
Inspection of Mongewell Park Nursery 
School
Elizabeth House, Reading Road, Cholsey, Wallingford, Oxfordshire OX10 9HA

Inspection date: 19 May 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children develop their confidence well. They are self-assured and happily approach 
adults to talk to them or for a cuddle. Children show a strong interest in the 
activities and engage well with these, either on their own or with their friends and 
staff. Babies and young toddlers enjoy interesting sensory activities, including 
exploring pinecones, real flowers and dough, with high levels of curiosity. Children 
develop good language skills. Staff talk to children about what they are doing and 
introduce new words and descriptive language. Younger toddlers learn the words 
to stories and songs. They confidently repeat familiar words and phrases. Older 
toddlers develop their speaking skills securely, such as when they recall and tell 
their friends about travelling on a bus. Children's creativity is valued. For instance, 
older toddlers use materials and tools to create buildings after reading a story 
about a builder. Older children develop their mathematical understanding well. 
They measured how far cars rolled down a ramp, and counted and talked about 
which car went the 'furthest' and 'fastest'. Children challenge their physical skills 
effectively. For example, older toddlers refined their skills when they aimed balls at 
a hoop.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have worked hard to help children settle back in and to feel safe after they 
returned following the lockdown closure. Staff have addressed any gaps in 
children's development and they have sensitively provided additional support to 
children feeling anxious on their return. They have helped children become 
familiar again with the expectations of behaviour and supported the 
development of positive relationships.

n Staff know their key children well. They and their key person buddy have a 
secure understanding of children's needs, progress and what they need to learn 
next. Staff provide good support for children with special educational needs and/
or disabilities. They ensure that these children are fully included in activities to 
support their learning. Staff work closely with parents and any professionals 
involved to provide a consistent approach to support children's individual needs, 
to help them make further progress. 

n Overall, staff extend sequence and develop children's learning well. For example, 
pre-school room staff remind children about what they have done during 
previous activities to build on their learning. Children then confidently use their 
knowledge to join in new activities with enthusiasm. At times, some staff in 
other rooms do not implement the curriculum as well as possible, such as 
encouraging children's  independence. This means staff sometimes do tasks for 
children rather than encourage them to have a go themselves. 

n Children are developing an understanding of the routines and staff talk to them 
about what is going to happen next. However, staff in some rooms do not 
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ensure changes in routine are consistently well managed. This means on 
occasion that children are sometimes left waiting before they can be involved in 
purposeful play. 

n Staff promote children's good awareness of keeping themselves safe. For 
example, younger children are reminded about sitting safely on the low chairs. 
Staff help children manage potential risks. They make good use of 'Candy Floss' 
to remind children about safety. For example, staff talk to children about how 
'Candy Floss' is looking out for 'walking feet' rather than 'running feet'. 

n Supervision and support for staff's professional development is secure and 
ongoing. Staff receive good mentoring and training, which helps develop their 
skills, understanding and practice. Staff's well-being is supported very well. Staff 
comment that the management team's door is 'always open' and that they are 
regularly asked about how they are. 

n Overall, partnerships with parents are good. Parents receive daily feedback from 
staff verbally and in writing about their child's day, such as about their care 
needs and daily activities. However, some parents do not get as much detail 
about their child's learning and development, to help them understand how to 
further support this at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff, including those with a lead responsibility for safeguarding, securely know and 
understand their roles to protect children. Staff understand how to recognise 
possible indicators that may mean children are at risk of harm. They know how to 
manage their concerns, including reporting to the safeguarding leads in the nursery 
or to external agencies. Information about child protection and wider safeguarding 
matters is readily available to staff. Procedures to check staff's suitability to work 
with children are effective. There are regular reviews to check if there are any 
changes to staff's backgrounds that may be of concern. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to recognise and further develop children's independence to the 
best possible level

n review the organisation of some aspects of the day, such as transitions to other 
routine activities, so that all children stay focused and engaged in their learning

n consistently provide information to parents about their child's learning and 
development, to help support learning at home further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 133512

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10149288

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 160

Number of children on roll 174

Name of registered person Bright Horizons Family Solutions Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901358

Telephone number 01491 520806

Date of previous inspection 26 February 2020

Information about this early years setting

Mongewell Park Nursery School registered in 1997. It is located in the village of 
Mongewell, near Wallingford, Oxfordshire. The nursery is open Monday to Friday 
from 7.30am to 6pm throughout the year except for bank holidays and a week at 
Christmas. It is in receipt of funding for the provision of free early education for 
children aged three and four years. There are 29 staff members who hold 
recognised early years qualifications between level 2 and level 5. In addition, there 
are 13 unqualified staff, some of whom are working towards qualifications. 

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Sheena Bankier
Margaret Davie
Nicky Hill
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the setting and have taken that into account in their evaluation of 
the setting. 

n The manager took the inspectors on a learning walk of the nursery and 
explained the curriculum intent.

n Management staff completed joint observations with the inspectors in different 
areas of the nursery.

n The inspectors spoke to some parents by telephone to gather their views about 
their child's experiences at the nursery.

n Children interacted and chatted to the inspectors during the inspection and 
discussions were held with staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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